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simplification, energy self-sufficiency 
and security, innovation and invest-
ment, and ending lawsuit abuse and 
litigation management. 

I tell you, Madam Speaker, that is an 
agenda that the American people can 
be proud of. It is an agenda that the 
American people can embrace with en-
thusiasm, with optimism, with passion, 
not with a dour look on your face and 
say ‘‘woe is me, isn’t the world awful.’’ 

These are the exciting kind of pro-
posals. These are exciting proposals 
that we will put forward before the 
House as we continue our leadership, 
our strong leadership, to bring about 
increasing American competitiveness. 

For 3 years, House Republicans have 
promoted the House economic competi-
tiveness agenda. This year alone we 
have passed over 39 pieces of legisla-
tion that will help make America more 
competitive. We have real solutions. 
Republicans offer real solutions. We in-
vite our colleagues to join us in moving 
America forward and providing an op-
portunity for the United States busi-
nesses and working families. 

But instead, they have no plan, and 
instead of working with us at the com-
mittee level or on the House floor, the 
Democrats have tried to undermine the 
economic competitiveness agenda over 
and over and over again. 

Again, their so-called innovative 
agenda is not innovative. It is a call for 
increased government spending, pre-
sumably fueled by increased taxes. In 
response to our economic agenda, at so 
many different points they have been 
nothing but obstructionists over and 
over again. 

For example, college access for all. 
They say they are for expanding access 
to college, yet they voted against the 
College Access and Opportunity Act, 
181 of them, including the top two lead-
ers in their party, 181 of them voted 
against the College Access and Oppor-
tunity Act. 

Energy independence, Democrats say 
they want to end our dependence on 
foreign oil, and yet they try to ob-
struct every single plan to access 
America’s own oil and natural gas re-
serves, such as tapping into ANWR and 
the OCS. 

The Energy Policy Act, 183 Demo-
crats, including their top two leaders, 
voted no. Refinery Permit Process 
Schedule Act, 176 Democrats, including 
their top two leaders, voted no. And 
the Deep Ocean Energy Resources Act, 
156 Democrats, including their top two 
leaders, voted no. 

Affordable health care, a difficult 
challenge for so many large and small 
businesses around our Nation, Demo-
crats say they want to help employers 
provide health insurance to their em-
ployees. But they vote against every 
single measure to do so. The HEALTH 
Act, 185 Democrats, including their top 
two leaders, voted no. Small Business 
Health Fairness Act, 165 Democrats, in-
cluding their top two leaders, voted no. 
And recently, the Health Information 
Technology Promotion Act, something 

that would truly streamline health 
care for our Nation, 139 Democrats, in-
cluding their top two leaders, voted no. 
So, Madam Speaker, it truly is a re-
markable contrast between the two 
parties. 

I want to put up one more chart, be-
cause when you think about what 
would happen if the other side were in 
fact to be in the majority, I get ques-
tions at home, what would they do? 
What would they do? 

Again, elections are about choices 
and they are about the future, and to 
determine what they would do, all you 
have to do is look at the legislation 
that they have proposed, the legisla-
tion they proposed. I presume that is 
what they would do, don’t you, Madam 
Speaker? 
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The top two bills that they have pro-
posed, H. Res. 635 and H. Res. 636, the 
first step in impeaching President Bush 
resolution and the second step in im-
peaching President Bush resolution. 

Madam Speaker, I do not believe that 
the American people are interested in 
leadership in this House of Representa-
tives that has as its number one pri-
ority the impeachment of the Presi-
dent of the United States. That is not 
what the American people are inter-
ested in. 

What else are they interested in? 
H.R. 4683, the Federal Health Care Sys-
tem Government-Run Health Care Act. 
House Democrats want to create a Fed-
eral health care system without 
choices, which would combine the effi-
ciency of the Department of Motor Ve-
hicles and the compassion of the IRS, 
and they would tax Americans to get 
to it. They would amend the Social Se-
curity Act, the bill would, to impose on 
the income of every individual a tax 
equal to 1.7 percent of wages received, 
and on every employer an excise tax of 
7 percent of the wages paid to each em-
ployee, and on the self-employment in-
come of every individual a tax equal to 
the applicable percentage of the self- 
employment income for such taxable 
year. Who cosponsors that? Ranking 
Democrats, remember, the individuals 
who would be chairmen of the commit-
tees, ranking Democrats and senior 
members of the Democrat Caucus. 

Madam Speaker, I do not think that 
is what Americans are bargaining for. 
That is not what I hear my constitu-
ents say they want when I go home and 
talk to them which is every single 
week. They are not interested in the 
Federal Government running health 
care. 

H.R. 1018, it is called the Permanent 
Welfare Housing Act. I call it the wel-
fare reform repeal Act. Public housing, 
this bill would remove provisions that 
residents of public housing are required 
to participate in 8 hours per month of 
either community service or economic 
self-sufficiency activities in order to 
retain their public housing. Who are 
the sponsors? The ranking Democrats, 
remember folks who would be chair-

men of these committees, and mul-
tiple, multiple senior Democrat Mem-
bers. 

Madam Speaker, one of the most in-
credible and productive and positive 
pieces of legislation that has passed 
through this Congress in the past 12 
years has been welfare reform. It has 
put literally millions of Americans 
back to work, to be productive citizens, 
to have pride in what they are doing, 
to believe that they have some worth 
and they have some input into the pro-
ductivity of this Nation. What is it 
that the other side wants to do? Well, 
they want to repeal portions of it that 
would provide that kind of sense of ac-
complishment and sense of participa-
tion. 

So, Madam Speaker, Republicans un-
derstand that it is the American people 
who built this Nation, American people 
who built this economy and made this 
the land of opportunity. Washington’s 
job as the people’s representative is to 
provide national and economic security 
and to give each individual the freedom 
and the protection to pursue their 
American dream. 

The imagination and hard work of 
the American people have built this 
wonderful and beautiful Nation, and 
they have made it prosperous. Our task 
as Members of the United States Con-
gress is to ensure that this remains 
true for the next century. 

Once again, the other side relies on 
the vague promises and big government 
programs to solve every perceived 
problem in the United States. Govern-
ment is not the answer, and this phi-
losophy, which is truly left over from 
previous bureaucratic administrations 
of the 1960s and 1970s, has only slowed 
down progress in our Nation every sin-
gle time it has been instituted. 

Madam Speaker, we live in a glorious 
Nation. It is a wondrous Nation, a Na-
tion that is still seen by men and 
women around the world as a beacon of 
liberty and repository of hope. I am in-
credibly proud to serve in the United 
States House of Representatives and to 
have the opportunity to share this 
positive perspective and this positive 
vision with my colleagues and with the 
Nation as we have done tonight. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LYNCH (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

Mr. MCGOVERN (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for the week of Sep-
tember 18 on account of the death of 
his father. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 
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